, i. J. Entomol. Sci. Vol. 28, No.4 (1993) Tawny (n =28) and southern (n = 27) crickets, respectively, oviposited an average of 3.1 ± 0.3 and 2.4 ± 0.3 clusters. On this diet, tawny mole crickets generally oviposited fewer eggs per cluster (Fig. 1) .... " "..
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J. Entomol. Sci. Vol. 28, No.4 (1993) with a range and mean of 23.0-32.5 and 28.3 weeks for tawny crickets and 20.1 40.0 and 31.3 weeks for southern crickets. Number of nymphal instars was also variable as follows: southern crickets 7(3), 8(11), 9(4), 10(1) and tawny crickets 8(2) and 9(2). Hudson (1987, Fla. Entomol. 70: 403-404) found similar variation in the development of five southern mole crickets. Number of instars varied from 8-10, while development time ranged from 28.2-34.8 weeks at 25°C, 16:8 (L:D) . The wide variation in development documented in these studies illustrates the lack of synchrony that poses a difficult challenge for pest management. Variation in development of immatures combined with a prolonged oviposition period limits predictive abilities necessary to optimal timing of control activities. Duration of development of eggs and early instars, however, appears less variable than that of later, more damaging instars. However, laboratory conditions are different than those that are usual in the field. For example, food though constantly available here, was of but a single kind, and temperature was constant. Care, therefore, must be taken in translation of these laboratory results to field appli cation. Greater knowledge concerning the factors influencing selection of ovipo sition sites by mole crickets remains a critical need in the development of man agement plans.
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